READY INVESTIGATION. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 15 June 1835 -,—for, 

COPY of the Proceedings had at an Investigation held in Armagh , of the 
Transactions which took place at Keady, in the County of Armagh , between the 
Magistrates, the Police and the Orangemen, on the 5th November last; with 
all the Documents connected therewith. 



Dublin Castle. 



(True Copies). 



WILLIAM GOSSET. 



My dear Sir, Gosford Market-hill, 1 November 1834. 

I have just received the inclosed, which I think it right to forward to you. 
I shall attend to the matter, and as I have not time before post to send you a 
copy of the informations, will you have the goodness to return them to me when 
you have done with them. 

There was a good deal of rioting at the Armagh races lately, and I believe 
this rumoured meeting may be connected with it, and party runs very high. 

Believe me, &c. 

The Right Hon. E. J. Littleton, (signed) Gosford. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Keady, County Armagh, 1 Nov. 1834. 

Having received information that a very large assembly of persons is to take 
place on the 5th instant, and having it also on oath, that if it takes place there 
will be great danger of the persons of the neighbourhood being disturbed, and 
from my own knowledge of the excited state of parties in this part of the country 
at this moment. I have, in conjunction with my brother magistrates, to request 
that a party of military may be ordered to attend here on that day, to preserve 
order as far as possible. We have caused the inclosed notice to be circulated as 
widely as possible. 

I have, &c. 

Sir William Gosset, (signed) James S. Blacker, J. P. 

&c. &c. &c. 



NOTICE. 

Whereas, we have received information on oath, that a large assemblage of 
persons is to take place in the neighbourhood of Keady on Wednesday nextt the 
5th of November, and that the same is likely to create terror in the minds of 
His Majesty’s peaceable subjects, as well as a breach of the peace. 

Now we, the undersigned magistrates, hereby caution all persons from so 
assembling, as we are determined (if necessary) most rigorously to enforce the 
law. 

(signed) James S. Blacker. 

Keady Petty Sessions, Henry L. Prentice. 

31 October 1834. Francis Stringer. 

362. a 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PAPERS RELATING TO 



gj r Dublin Castle, 2 November 1834. 

Having received a communication from Lord Gosford, lieutenant of the 
county of Armagh, and also from Mr. Blacker, a magistrate of that county, 
statino- that information has been made before the magistrates of the district of 
Ready, that a large assemblage of people is expected to take place there on the 
5th instant ; I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to request that you will give 
such instruction to the general commanding in that district, as shall enable him 
to place a sufficient military force at the disposal of the civil authorities. 

It would be sufficient if you would direct the officer in command of the dis- 
trict, to put himself in communication with Lord Gosford and the magistrates 
who attend the Ready petty sessions. 

Indeed, I have every reason to suppose that he has had a requisition from 
them, but the communications made to the Government leave that point rather 

doubtful. . 

I have informed Lord Gosford that I have made to you this communication 
by his Excellency’s desire. 



I have. &c. 



Right Hon. Lieut. Gen. Sir H. Vivian, Bart. 
Commanding the Forces. 



(signed) E. J. Littleton. 



My dear Sir, Gosford, 5 November 1834. 

I send inclosed the report of the Ready magistrates, respecting what passed 
in that neighbourhood to-day. It does not appear that any violence was com- 
mitted, which must, I think, be attributed to the precautions taken, and the 
steady and praiseworthy conduct of the magistrates. 

Believe me, See. 

(signed) Gosford. 

Some few wore orange sashes. I have heard of no meetings in other parts of 
the county. 

The Right Hon. E. J. Littleton, 

&c. &c. &c. 



Ready, 5 November 1834, 

My Lord, Three o’clock, p.m. 

Agreeable to our notice we assembled here to-day to preserve the peace, 
which we had sworn informations was threatened, as was previously reported to 
your Lordship. There was a large military force placed under our command, 
which though not called upon to act, was a great means of keeping order. About 
11 o’clock we proceeded to the ground where the assemblage was to take place, 
and found from 400 to 50Q persons assembled, about 100 with arms: after 
expostulating with them they agreed to disperse, and actually did so; when on 
leaving the ground they were met by another party with drums and flags. This 
caused a return. Mr. Blacker was obliged to read the Riot Act, and order the 
police to load. The persons carrying the flag and the drums being known, we 
made no arrests; (indeed one of the individuals is under bail to stand his trial 
at the next assizes, for walking in procession last 12th of July). The military 
are just returned to their quarters, but we have thought it advisable to keep the 
police here to-night, lest there might be any disturbance. On the whole we 
trust the day has passed over with as little disturbance as could be expected, and 
that our conduct will meet with your Lordship’s approbation. 

We have, &c. 

* (signed) James S. BlacJcer. 

Henry L. Prentice . 

Earl of Gosford, Francis Stringer. 

&c. &c. & c. 
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My dear Lord, Dublin Castle, 6 November 1S34. 

I have submitted to the Lord Lieutenant your letter of the 5th instant con- 
veying to me the letter of Mr. Blacker, Mr. Prentice and Mr. Stringer, detailing 
their proceedings at Keady. ® 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to request that you will have the good- 
ness to -express to these magistrates - the great satisfaction with which his Excel- 
ency has heard of their promptitude and judgment in preserving the peace of 
their district yeste.rd ay ; and I have also, on his Excellency’s part, to convey to 
y°« r -Lordship his best thanks for your attention on this occasion. J 

The principal parties concerned, and who can be identified as leaders or as 
having carried arms or insignia, ought to be prosecuted, for which purpose the 
magistrates will, no doubt, not fail to take the necessary informations^ 

I remain, &c. 



The Earl of Gosford, 
& c. &c. &c. 



(signed) E. J. Littleton. 



Royal Hospital, 7 Nov. 1834. 

Ihe Lieutenant-general, commanding, presents his compliments to Mr Little 
ton, and has the honour to transmit herewith, for the information of his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant, a letter from Major Priestley, commanding the 2«h 
depdt, reporting the particulars of an Orange procession, which took place in the 
vicinity 01 Keady. r 



T Sn * , Armagh, 5 Nov. 1834. 

1 have the honour to report, that in pursuance of a route from Major-general 
Maedonell, commanding Northern District, I marched from Armagh early thk 
morning with two companies of the depot, 25th Regiment, to Keady, °a distance of 
eight English miles, for die purpose of aiding the civil power ; there I was joined 
by a troop of the 1 loth Hussars, Captain Hayes, from Monaghan, and a° com- 
pany of the 25th depdt, which had been halted there when on mmcli to head- 
quarters from Carnckmacross. I immediately communicated my arrival to the 
Rev. J. Blacker and another magistrate; and at 11 o’clock, a.m., the whole of 
the roops were called upon by Mr. Blacker, (a copy of whose requsition I have 
the honour to enclose,) and we immediately proceeded about two miles from 
Keady, accompanied by Mr. Stringer, when we were met by Mr. Prentice who 
informed us that a party of armed Orangemen, with a cannon, music, &c. had 
assembled about a mile from us, but that he believed after they had fired one 
round they would disperse, as advised to do by Mr. Blacker. I suggested, that 
if it was not the intention of the magistrate to make the police (about 20 in 
number) seize their arms, &e. and to disperse them, it would be advisable to halt 
the troops out of sight, which was done.' I rode forward about a mile with Mr 
Prentice, leaving Mr. Stringer with the troops, and joined Mr. Blacker, who had 
induced the mob to retire. Soon after they had left the ground, two or three 
other bodies of men appeared on the high ground about a mile off, and they 
followed the example of the first party on our riding towards them, the greater 
part returning in the direction from which they had come. Shortly another 
party from near Keady, partly armed, and with a flag, drums, fifes, sashes, &c 
approached the ground ; these were stopped by the police magistrates; but they 
were. very violent, crossed the ditches into the field with the colour, &e. and then 
cheered and fired for some time, which was answered by several distant bodies in 
a similar manner, although Mr. Blacker had read the Riot Act. At his request 
I went for the troops, but before 1 had quite returned to the ground with them 
we were halted, the magistrates having permitted the Orangemen to pass us, in the 
direction of Keady. We followed them, (the rest having disappeared,) and 
found that they had left the flag, drum, &c. at a public-house about a mile from 
Keady and had dispersed, having previously promised not to meet again to-day. 
M-hen half a mile from Keady, on our return to that village, we were joined by 
Major-general Maedonell, and we again met a few armed men, when - the magis- 
trates ordered the police to stop; but after some time they permitted- them to 
pass, taking down the names of several of them. We then returned about two 

a 2 o’clock 
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o’clock p m to the public-house, and all being quiet, and the magistrates no 
longer requiring the military, the Hussars returned to Monaghan, and I brought 
the three companies, 25th depdt, to Armagh, neither party returning through 

K On y our return we heard a firing in every direction, and occasionally drums 

an Only S about 300 Orangemen appeared at the field where the sham fight was 
to have taken place; many of them were extremely violent, but only about 100 
were armed. The advice of the magistrates, the knowledge of the intended 
arrival of the military, and their actual presence, prevented, I understand, a much 
greater assemblage. The Armagh party marched about 20 English miles, and 
were absent 1 1 hours. 

I have, & c. 

(signed) E. Priestley , 

Major, 25th Regiment, commanding Depot. 

The Military Secretary, &c. &c. &c. 

Royal Hospital, 

Dep6t 25th Regiment 1 field officer, 1 captain, 6 subalterns, 3 serjeants, 
2 drummers;— 144 police;— 1 captain, and troop 10th hussars ;— police, about 30. 



MEMORANDUM for Major Priestley. 

Assistant Quartermaster-general’s Office, 

3 Nov. 1834. 

Besides the two companies, 25th regiment ordered from Armagh to Ready, 
on the 5th inst. ; the company from Carrickmacross is ordered to halt at Keady 
to-morrow, and remain there on the 5th inst.; also a troop of the 10th Hussars 
is ordered from Monaghan to Keady on the 5th inst., so as to arrive there by 
1 0 o’clock in the morning. 

(signed) P. Bainbrigge, Lieut.-general, 
To Major Priestley, A. Q. M. G. 

Commanding Depot, 25th Regiment, Armagh. 



g; rj 5 Nov. 1854. 

I request yon will turn ont your party to aid the civil power, as soon as 

P° ssible - Yours, &c. 



Officer commanding 25th Regiment, (signed) 
and Troops at Keady. 



James S. Blacker , J. P. 



My Lord, Dublin Castle, 11 Nov. 1834. 

I have laid before the Lord Lieutenant your Lordship’s various letters con- 
nected with the recent proceedings at Keady. 

Although his Excellency is fully satisfied, that the magistrates did everything 
in their power to prevent the meeting, and to check it when it took place; the 
circumstances of the case are in some respects so extraordinary, that he thinks 
a formal investigation should take place, and that your opinion should be reported 
to the Government. 

I am accordingly directed to request, that your Lordship will arrange some 
time and place for meeting the magistrates, and that you will inform the Inspector- 
general of the district of your intention, and summon him to attend for the purpose 
of giving his assistance. 

It is important, that the Government should be informed not only of the num- 
ber of the parties on the ground, and the extent to which they were armed, the 
use they made, or threatened to make of their arms, and their general deport- 
ment on the ground when summoned by the magistrates to disperse ; but also 
what steps have since been taken for the purpose of arresting the leaders of the 
1 party. 
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party. If it be true, that a small piece of brass' ordnance was brought to the 
ground, special means should be taken to arrest the individuals who con- 
ducted it. 

It is not sufficiently explained, in any of the papers which have been forwarded 
for his Excellency’s information, why the parties were not more summarily dis- 
persed, or apprehended on the ground. I do not mean by this remark to express 
any suspicion that the magistrates did not exercise a sound discretion in that 
respect, but the reasons have not been sufficiently explained to the Government. 

The Earl of Gosford, 1 | iave ^ 

&c. &e. &c. (signed) E; J. Littleton. 



My dear Sir, Gosford, 11 November 1834. 

The enclosed are in reply to my letter (a copy of which I sent to you) to the 
magistrates who attended at ICeady on the 5th instant. I have not received an 
answer from Mr. Prentice, when I do I shall forward it to you ; I have kept 
copies, as I think you may wish to keep these letters; they clearly show tile 
smrit and determination of the Orangemen to resist the civil authority in its 
effort to enforce obedience to the law; on this ground, I am of opinion, that these 
documents should remain in your possession. 



The Right Hon. E. J. Littleton, 



Believe me, &c. 

(signed) Gosford. 



See. Sec. &c. 



My Lord, Tassagh, 10 November 1834. 

It was arranged by Mr. Blacker and myself, on 5th November, that he should 
move on in advance some distance with the police, and that I should remain with 
the military until it might be found necessary, from the failure of the police to 
require their aid. Mr. Prentice met Mr. Blacker at the place appointed by ’the 
Orangemen for their sham fight. I had no opportunity of seeing what occurred 
there between the magistrates and Orangemen, being at some distance with the 
military. The magistrates, I understand, remained some time expostulating 
with the Orangemen, when, from their obstinacy, it was considered necessary to 
read the Riot Act, and call upon me with the military under my charge. While 
moving quickly with the military to the place of rendezvous, I met a large armed 
body, with a curious constructed piece of ordnance mounted on five wheels, and 
on making arrangements to stop this party, I was told that Mr. Blacker and’ Mr. 
Prentice had given them permission to retire, and they were then on their return 
home. I did not hear any improper expression used by the Orangemen, but 
I have no hesitation in stating, that the police would have been quite insufficient 
to act without the aid of the military. There were but a few of the Orangemen 
decorated, and but one flag and one drum. I am sorry to observe, that this 
neighbourhood is at present, from the late transaction, in a very excited state, and 
abuse in abundance heaped upon the magistrates for the part they have been 
obliged to take in the discharge of their duty. AVe hold our petty sessions in 
Ready on Friday next, and shall then adopt such further proceedings as may be 
considered necessary. J 



Earl of Gosford, 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Francis Stringer. 



My Lord, Ready, 10 November 1834. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s lefter of the 
9th instant, and, in reply to the different queries contained in it, have to state, 
that I was the magistrate who read the Riot Act, and gave orders to the police 
to load. I certainly did not hear the expressions you allude to used, or any 
other of the kind. I have heard the report of such being made, and caused the 
strictest inquiry to be made both among the police and others who were standing 
36s. a/ b* 
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by, but cannot trace any foundation for it. The expressions and manner of the 
Orangemen were certainly very strong, improper and irritating to the magistrates. 
There was a piece of ordnance on a clumsy sort of a carnage; but, to say the 
truth, I was too much occupied otherwise to pay much attention to it ; it belongs, 
I understand to a near neighbour of my own. ...... , . , 

There were a few amongst the Orangemen decorated with ribbons, besides 
a flag and drum (as already reported to your Lordships). I have caused two of 
them that I knew myself to be summoned for Friday next, last Friday being too 
severe a day for the bench to assemble. I have heard from some of the officers 
that were out with us that several of the guns fired were loaded with ball. As to 
resistance being made to the civil power, I for one am decidedly of opinion that, 
had we attempted to make any arrests, or, in short, to stop the intended pro- 
ceedings on the 5th without the support of the military, blood would inevitably 
have been shed ; and God only knows how matters might have ended. I think 
these are all the points your Lordship wished touched upon at present. I trust 
you believe I shall be ready at all times to give your Lordship, faithfully, such 
information as you may require, and the peace of this part of the country demands ; 
it is a good deal exasperated at this moment, and I come in for no small share oi 
blame for the part I took in the late business. 



Earl of Gosford, 
&c. &c. & c. 



I have, & c. 

(signed) 



James S. Blacker . 



gj r Dublin Castle, 13 November 1834. 

The Lord Lieutenant having judged it necessary that an investigation should 
take place into the occurrences at Keady on the 5th instant, his Excellency 
desires that you will put yourself in communication with Lord Gosford, who 
has been requested by his Excellency to join the Keady magistrates for that 



* His Excellency requests that you will ascertain from his Lordship the time 
at which it will be convenient to him to enter on the inquiry ; and that you 
will attend and aid his Lordship and the magistrates in the investigation, and sign 
the report. 

I have, &c. 

Sir F. Stovin, (signed) E. J. Littleton. 

See. See. &c. 



My dear Sir, Gosford, 15 November 1834. 

1 have had no answer from Sir Frederick Stovin, so I conclude he was from 
home when my letter arrived ; this may make it necessary to put off the inves- 
tigation until Thursday or Friday next. I am inclined to think Armagh will be 
the best place to hold it. I have spoken to several on the subject, and all agree 
in this : many people would come to Armagh that would reel great reluctance in 
going to Keady, as I am informed. Could you promise for me the law officers 
opinion on the points stated in the enclosed paper ; it may be advisable to 

have this. . 

Believe, &c. 

The Right Hon. E. J. Littleton, (signed) Gosford. 

& c. &c. &c. 



“ Can persons who have been identified in a tumultuous assemblage of Orange- 
men (which assemblage was generally armed), carrying flags and other emblems, 
be indicted and punished as belonging to that assemblage, though they should not 
have carried arms in addition to such flag and other emblems r 

“ Appearing in arms under the Riot Act, 27 Geo. 3, c. 95, is Felony— 
Death. . , 

“ The Crown Solicitor is requested to send down form of indictment under 
guch circumstances as stated above.” 
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My dear Sir, Gosford, 1.5 Nov. 1834 

\ s f NI> * e magistrates’ report of what took place at Ready petty sessions 
yesterday. I confess I am surprised that more persons were not identified as 
being in the assemblage on the 5th. 

The Right Hon. E. J. Littleton. ° ‘(signed) Gosford. 



My Lord, Ready Petty Sessions, 14 Nov. 1834. 

Agreeable to your Lordship’s letter of the 9 th instant, all the police employed 
on the 5th instant were in attendance here to-day, and sworn as to the identity of 
persons forming the procession on that day. Only one person could be identified 
by the police as wearing colours or marching in procession, and he is already 
under bail to appear at the next assizes for the same offence, on the 12th of 
July last. Another was identified by Mr. Blacker, as carrying a flag on that day. 
informations have been taken against both individuals, and given in bail for then- 
appearance at next assizes. 



Lord Gosford, 
&c. &c. &c. 



(signed) 



I have, &c. 
James S. Blacker. 
James Jones. 



Henry Prentice. 
Francis Stringer. 



My dear Lord, DubIin Castle, , , Noyember , g 

Immediate** on receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, I submitted to 
the law adviser the paper containing points upon which information is required 
arising from the late affair at Ready, and now about to undergo investigation’ 
Mr. Greene observes, that if the character of the assembly bf illegal S as bv 
of r [{ m 4 fl , ag f°D b ? nnerS ’ °; hy mh er insignia bringing it within the prohibition 
of the Act of Parliament, he thinks any individual forming a part of it and 
belonging to it, will be implicated in the consequences in point of law, although 
not found to have earned arms or flags, or to have displayed any unlawful ensiJL 
He conceives .that it is not necessary, in order to render the assembly unlawftd 
that arms should be carried in addition to flags, &c. II.- further ^adds that 
if this be a meeting for the purpose of demonstrating any leligious distinction 
and if at such meeting, any fire-arms, or any banners, emblems, flaw or symbol 
be exhibited, the display of which is calculated to provoke animosity between the 
Kings subjects, the assembly is a violation of the law. 3 



Earl of Gosford, 
&c. See. & c. 



Believe me, &c. 



E. J. Littleton. 



. Gosford, 24 January 1835. 

t According to the directions received from the Marquis Wellesley, I proceeded 
to Armagh on the 25th November, having given previous notice thereof, and 
called on all persons capable of giving information, to communicate what facts 
might have come to their knowledge respecting what occurred at Ready on the 
5 th November; and I herewith inclose the depositions. They should have been 
transmitted ear her, had I not been occupied with the investigation of a subsequent 
transaction in the same neighbournood. I think it right to call the attention 
ot Government to the determined spirit of resistance which appears to have been 
manifested by the Orangemen on that day, and also to the necessity of adoptino- 
such measures as will prevent similar occurrences in future. 



Sir William Gosset, 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have, See. 
(signed) 



Gosford. 
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AT an Investigation held in the Court House, Armagh, on Tuesday the 25th of 
November 1834, touching an assemblage at Ready in the County of Armagh, on 
6th November, the following appeared on evidence : 

George Stewart Hill, chief constable of police : — Remembers the day of the assemblage 
at Ready; attended there with 27 police; reported it to Mr. Blacker, and then to Mr. 
Stringer ; went with Mr. Blacker to where the assemblage was gathering ; Mr. B. addressed 
them to desist and go home, and not to manifest a feeling; two men advised the rest to 
desist, only desiring that two shots might be fired ; does not know the men, saw them go 
through the crowd and reasoned with them ; were agreeable, if allowed to fire one or two 
shots'; remained so for some time and fired some shots. The understanding was between 
Mr. B. and the people that they were to disperse on firing the shots; they afterwards went 
off; police remained as they were; a party came back by the road, the others went away ; 
Mr! B. stopped them, they had a banner with them. Deponent came up to them in 
double-quick time ; came within about four perches of them ; they halted as a crowd ; does 
not know the man who carried the flag, did not hear him command them ; Mr. B. ordered 
the police to load, and then, as he believes, read the Riot Act ; the police loaded, but the 
men kept their position. Witness cautioned them to go home, as if blood was shed they 
would be accountable, and that if loyal would only do harm ; they went into a field and 
fired shots there ; did not see men, a flag there ; thinks there were about 50 or 60 all 
armed ; saw one man with an orange ribbon in his coat, and saw a man before that with 
a sash, and one with a white belt over his shoulder; thinks he only saw four men with 
colours ; the white belt was a common pouch-belt ; did not see any ammunition ; saw 
a carriage with three wheels, a swivel carriage was attached with a skeleton cart ; it was 
fired; it was on the first occasion it was fired; thinks there was ball-cartridge from the 
report of the guns; did not hear balls through the air; the arms were chiefly guns of dif- 
ferent descriptions, from fowling-pieces to muskets, &c. ; they had no belts on the guns 
like yeomanry guns ; saw no distinguishing badges on first party, except a sash on one 
man • it was a red sash like a sergeant’s sash ; the flag was with the second party that 
scared Mr. Blacker’s horse, and then they furled it up ;'there were a good many men about 
the swivel gun; thinks the two men who first spoke to Mr. B. were at the gun; some at 
the gun were armed ; thinks all were armed on the second occasion ; when the Riot Act 
was 'read they seemed reluctant to disperse, but Mr. Prentice having went over to them, 
they did comply; did not appear willing to disperse on hearing the Riot Act read ; they 
had changed into the .field when shots were fired; they went in different directions ; did 
not hear any person authorizing himself, as commander, although they fell into line ; did 
not appear well dressed in line ; witness was about 30 or 40 yards from them at the time ; 
did not hear any word of command to fire; about 20 shots were fired at once, and other 
strangling shots ; two men appeared known to the magistrates; did not know a man there ; 
overtook a third party near the house of Campbell ; could not say how many ; thinks there 
might be 200, mostly all armed; the people who fired the volley went away to go home; 
thinks there were of the party at Campbell’s, and who marched towards Keady ; witness 
heard some shots fired near Keady; witness met a number of them, say about 20 or 30; 
did not fire; saw no person as leader, nor any command given ; witness and his party and 
the military, put themselves together to stop them ; from the time the second party was on 
the road to the time they fired in the field, might be about three or four minutes ; two men 
are lor trial at the assizes ; witness’s party state that they do not know any of the assem- 
blage but the two men in custody ; witness and his party are not long on that station, and 
was only about three or four times in fairs ; thinks the second party did not take then* 
position to oppose witness and party, but said they would have satisfaction for other party 
who fired in the morning ; it was after the magistrate remonstrated with them that they 
went into the field and fired; thinks if the other party had not fired that they might have 
went away without firing; hears that a man who is to stand his trial at next assizes for 
a former offence, was one of the party ; witness did not hear any understanding between 
the magistrates and the people. 

John Rodgers, constable of police : — Went with Mr. Hill, and Mr. Blacker and party, on 
5th of November instant ; knew no man there in assemblage, only Robert Magwood ; first 
saw a party of police go into subdivisions across the road, and Mr. B. read the Riot Act to 
the party, and after firing some shots went away ; some were in rear of the party of police, 
and witness and party would not let them pass ; heard persons speak loudly to magistrates, 
had no insignia; did not know what he said, but thinks it was insulting ; he stamped his 
foot ; it was after that they went into the meadow and fired ; saw a number of arms, but 
very few orange ribbons or insignia ; saw them prime and load ; did not hear them com- 
manded ; it was after the police got orders to prime and load that they primed and loaded ; 
heard a person among the body say that they could prime and load as well as them, the 
police ; it was after the Riot Act was read that the party fired ; could not tell what they loaded 
with ; did not see the man who said he could prime and load as well as them; there wpre 
long guns and short guns ; thinks there were more long than short ; saw no belts or 
pouches ; did not go very orderly from road to field, but when they left the meadow they 
formed up very well ; saw no person act as leader ; they dispersed a few minutes after the 
Riot Act was read ; marched off in order, thinks two deep, as if to go home ; thinks if 
police had went to seize on them after they loaded, that some of the party might have been 
foplish enough to resist, that is, if witness and his party had went to take their arms ; from 
> ' vvhat 
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!?“;* h , e he “. rd s! "° e the transaction, thought at the time that they loaded to prepare 
Sard the ,P ollce ; 14 was ,he “aond party that he speaks of ; heard' no bad lan-riTao'e 
0| '“ ° r ™®“ rat «i only the man he has mentioned; heard them say°th?y 
d he . 6 ? N ° veml)er often before, and intended to do so ; saw women and 
amo n rt,°he’e V ro n,e d ° "T 1 ‘5 inks were some in the meadoti with partj" s “„ 

b“tth!nkfhulle t rt BOm | ”J 10 i.j d ar T °" th ? road “ d 1" the meadow; doe S P notknow, 
but thinks bullets were fired ; did not hear fizzing of any balls ; witness gave evidence at 

Ready petty sessions, agamst the only two men he could identify. S evinence at 

to tte T pm 7 S foil'fiih M ?mr gi “ trate atKeady 1 5 * November he went with police 

met them‘ y wiln«s h ,^ Were ”? P ers<MS a8sembled place, but went and there 

U e i n ’ Wltaess cautioned them to disperse, and Mr. Prentice did also and said he 
was their agent ; that was the first party; they said, if you allow us to fire a vollev 
ley would go off but without any liberty, in a few minutes they did fire - police Were 
dis ant; fired without permission- and then went off, and passe/the position where the 
police were ; they gave no resistance, that party, but went off as if to go home • witness 
3 e g !. D l°l h ° me ’ l heard drum ® and fifes playing, and perceived § a party - witness 
,? P t0 th , e , m and remonstrated with them, which was not received well as some 
who had f7,p U il § ° on i wWnesss horse and seif were thrown into the ditch with men 
who had the colours ; thinks it was the waving of flags scared the horse - knows 
h ° Ca r ed the flag; first was Ma o w0 °d, and Potts secondly. Informations are 
E the - m ’ the part T We , re arm ® d Wlth gUDS ; Ma g w ood had a sword drawn • did not 
th • ^ n- Ve 'r ommand ’ the ai 'ras were old firelocks and other better guns • thinks from 
then insulting language, they were disposed not to obey ; said he had joined O’Connell • 
HZ' S" iy W °, Uld , 0V6r t0 him - Witness bro,I § ht »P Police, and said they should not 

/ 2 n ? then read the ^ 10 t Act ; th en ordered police to prime and load ; they went offio 
O v.n 1° a mead T’ and th f fired 5 did not see them load ; heard no word^f command 
S.ia ’ W m ° re than 0'i e shot; thinks they were loaded coming up and o 0 ing into the 
?^ d :, Sa V 0m u n - and chlldran Wlth them 5 s aw only one with badge, except the lac - they 
said they thought it was not illegal, as they said they met in other places ; did not take fh£ 

tTtak T“ them ’ 3S ’ kn0W '"S some of them ’ a row might have taken place if he attempted 
to take the music, or put the law in force ; and blood would have been shed if law Z i 

kn0Wm§ T en ’ h , e knew tvvo men ; thinks the men came from surrounding 
stncts , from near Killylea and other places, as they appeared strangers ; the magistrates 
had some time before issued a cautionary notice; thinks he would be justified infnakina- 
an arrgst outside of i 5 minutes ; is satisfied that if he attempted to arre 2t Ty of ^the pa,ty g 
resistance would have been made. y t “ e .P a,t y> 

He nr y L . Prentice, Esq.-^Is a magistrate at Caledon ; was at Keady, on 5 th November inst - 
a ^ n d 38 a magistrate; went to Keady in consequence of a note from Lord Gosford • was 
th r R | 7 hl ; r SaW Mr, ? lack l r and P ollce there, and a party of people in a meadow- 
thinks the police were about 6o yards from the party ; they had old guns, he ■ the men 
with fll™ * T ,D i * ne m °. , , de [ ed arms ; witness joined Mr. Blacker, afd spoke to the men 
with flags and colours ; said they would go off if allowed to fire a vollev ; witness thought 
nfrW « * ^ briI ‘ s l . he “ilitary for a few minutes, and on witness coming back near to die 
pa fc aw tbem S 01 ’ 1 ^ off towards Keady; men with arms were in line, and others were 
with them ; they had no music ; witness believes they went home ; witness did not hear 
tha f Um e e ’ bU f d ‘[ aftervvards as he believes; saw a brass cannon drawn by a 
nesTa’nd offi a r Pa 7 ° f P6 ° P ® ab ° Ut * ; th ' nks th ° Se at the cannon had not arms ; when wit- 
nlv with 5 ' rS T C T mg UP,SaW party J ^° ° ff; the first P art y appeared willing to com- 
Sn l!! - ! Jv Se T n , d J’, a £ arty came down ’ and Mr - Biacker put the police in line to 
stop them., they then furled the flag, and when stopped went over into a field, and having fired 
'3 and went to the road ; left the meadow as well as they could, but got in ordermi the 
load ; did not see them prime and load ; there was order observed in fifing; witness told 
them he considered it very unwise and foolish, and cautioned them ; they said other parties 
b , d , e , t . l . n °j lie r pai'ts of the country ; thinks they meaned those to commemorate ; witness 
thought it a doubtful point to commence taking their arms ; would have thought it unwise 
dreading- resistance ; and that if men had been marched with their arms, they mio-ht have 
w™K ;b * it had been attempted to disarm them, that resistance and bloodshed 
ould have occurred ; thinks that with the police force he might have succeeded in beatino- 
ott the men, and from resistance lives might have been lost; the first party dispersed befor? 
mihtaiy were m view ; thinks if military and police had attempted to enforce the law resist- 
ance would have been made, and bloodshed would have ensued if arms were to be’taken • 
thinks there were ball cartr.dge there; cannot say the reason of bringing it there - heard 
since that persons had fired at a mark; thinks they would have marched into Armagh with 
military and police, because that they offered up the flag; said that they had been badly 
treated, as they were always willing to help the civil power ; that they would give up such 
things ; cannot say that they would have dispersed for witness or other magistrates if 
military and police were not there ; but certainly saw them very respectful to the remon- 
aiance, as they soon went off; did not hear of any violence through same day; they went 
home but not in the way they should have done, as they got the music and went in order ; 
hey lodged the flag and drum in a house, and went off somewhere from Keady; could 
indentify a number of lookers on, but none with arms, only the two persons in custody • 
might have seen 400 or 500 through the day; might he about 100 guns and pistols- 
believes the cannon was fired, but did not see it ; there were many there who took no part; 
3 ° 2, B the 
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the cannon was a swivel; saw no person take authority by way of command. Magwood 
had a sword but saw no other; they stated it was for amusement, and not to insult any- 
body ; witness thought it was contrary to law ; issued their notice upon information to stop 
the assemblage. 

Mr. Coleman showed a letter of information to the Petty Sessions, upon which notices 
were circulated. 

Francis Stringer, Esq. a magistrate : — Did not see the whole proceeding, as he remained 
with the military, and could not see what. happened ; he had received orders to go forward 
with the military, but was stopped on hearing that the party went off; witness met the 
party with the military, and was about to stop them, when he saw the magistrates and 
police behind; when witness was called on to bring up the military, was by a policeman, 
mounted ; appeared as going home ; heard shots fired through the day ; witness did not say 
anything to them, as he heard of their being on their way home; if he had not heard so, he 
would have stopped them; cannot say whether he could have effected the purposes of the 
law or not; but first had arranged to remonstrate with them. 

Samuel Leslie-. — Was going on business, and saw a party of people coming down from 
Ready; saw police, and witness stopped with police ; a second party came up, and police 
remained all the time; saw Mr. Blacker and police; some of the people went over into a 
field; a man with a flag went first, and then they gathered in the field and fired; had 
arms ; fired a volley or two ; arms generally were guns and muskets ; saw no person 
in command ; knew some of the persons there ; witness was not at Ready ; witness 
says Robert Maxwell was with the first party ; had no arms or emblems as he could 
see • Maxwell was walking on the road with the party behind the swivel gun ; was one of 
the party ; heard shots fired first and second; saw no person in command; thinks that if 
ball cartridge was there, it might have been to defend them against an opposing party, but 
not the King’s troops ; did not see any other party opposite ; witness cannot say he heard 
of any party assembling at Crief keeran ; witness knew of no notices being issued ; think? 
second party fired with ball ; fired ball into the air ; it was supposed they met as a sham 
battle, but it is not usual to bring balls to the like ; cannot say why they had balls; there 
was a report that they would be opposed ; did hear the Ribbon-men were coming to oppose 
them; it was a common report; but did not hear from the county of Monaghan ; heard 
some say they would be prepared to meet them; the Orangemen have usually met in pro- 
cession on the 5th November, but no sham fights near Ready till this one.; heard of them 
in other places, but did not hear of balls being used ; saw no resistance with the civil 
power ; heard no reason assigned why a sham fight was had instead of procession, but said 
it was that way they were going to celebrate it. 

Major-General M‘ Donald : — Went to Ready to meet with military on the 5th inst. ; was 
going to the ground where assemblage was to meet.; before going forward met a party with 
arms°; a man who appeared having the command ordered to “ carry arms ;” had no music ; 
saw a man with sash and old 

A portion were armed and a portion unarmed ; heard shots fired near Ready where party 
were going towards ; thinks some balls were fired ; men were armed with muskets and other 
guns ; a man did appear in command. 

John Hughes, sworn:— Was at Ravenhill on the 5th instant; saw an assemblage walking 
with arms, some had orange colours; marched with fifes and drum, in order; knows 
some who marched in order but had not colours ; thinks about eight or twelve had 
colours ; thinks about too had guns ; they beat music into Ready with fife and drum past 
Campbell’s Corner ; thinks it was after 12 o’clock. 

Michael Dawlei/, sworn ; saith he was near Ready on the 5th instant ; saw a party of 
people ; it was going on the ground, when the first party was leaving the place going 
towards Ready, between twelve and one o’clock, as he thinks ; they had arms ; went the 
length of Thomas Campbell’s ; witness came before them to Campbell’s Corner ; cannot 
say they had a drum and fife when they passed Campbell’s Corner, but believes they had. 

Josiah Kidd : — Lives in Ready ; was not out of Ready on the 5th instant, as he believes ; 
saw unarmed party returning to Ready, walking in order; had firelocks; thinks no music ; 
thinks that they could not march into Ready without his knowledge ; knew numbers of 
them, but could not identify any of them; thinks he knew all but about 10 ; there might 
be 50 ; knew Magwood, in front, with a white belt ; he might be in command, as he was 
in front. 

Terence Hagan : — Lives near Ravenhill, parish of Derrynoose ; lodged examinations before 
the magistrates at Ready previous to the meeting ; dreaded a breach of the peace; 
having heard threats on both sides, and that was partly the occasion of his going, because 
his premises were near the ground ; he was afraid of it being injured ; never heard of a 
sham fight before in the place; cannot tell their ends, only it being gunpowder-plot; 
heard the other party intended to resist; saw men with firelocks, but did not go near 
them ; saw Mr. Blacker in conversation with an aged man, who said, “ Only for him he 
would not be there ;” sttw a notice with Mr. Blacker in Armagh. 
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